Lay Missionary
[raining School

Through the generosity of the Loreto nuns the PATLMS %
training course for lay missionaries will be held at the
Loreto Convent, Kirribilli, from 21 to 28 May, 1965.

The Mother Superior, Mother
Mary Assumpta, has kindly granted
all facilities to the Secretariat to
use at the course. The Mistress
of Studies, Mother Angela has also
shown a very keen interest in the
work of lay missionaries.

The Secretariat is most grateful
to the Rector of St. Ignatius College,
Riverview, Father F. Gorman, S.J,
for allowing the men to stay overnight
at Riverview during the period of
the course.

The generosity of these two
college leaders on being approached

EDITORIAL

Introducing myself as your
newly appointed publicity officer, I
shall endeavour to follow in the
footsteps of Len Burney by produc-
ing future interesting editions of
Palms Post for your enjoyment.

This can only be achieved by
your  co-operation in sending
interesting items of news about
yourselves and the happenings
in your Vicariate.

This news is always of great
interest to many of our readers who
have not yet been to New Guinea
and more importantly it will give
intending lay missionaries an
exchange of various aspects of
mission life in the different Vicar-
iates.

With best wishes for a happy
association, yours sincerely in
Christ —

. Trevor Clark
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in immediately doing everything pos-
sible to help PALMS has been all
the more remarkable because both of
them are extremely busy people.

The Kirribilli Convent is in ideal
surroundings close to the northern
side of the Sydney Bridge and it
overlooks the harbour. Most lectures
will be probably held in the newly
built school.

Unlike the Kincoppal course which
started on a Sunday night this course
at Loreto starts on Friday night and
ends the following Friday afternoon.
It will probably make it a little
more difficult for country and inter-
state participants but there is every
confidence they will get there in
time,

The Secretariat asks members,
associates and friends to publicize
this training course far and wide.
The Mission Bishops all need trained
personnél to help them in their great
work of winning souls for Christ.
The more publicity there is about
T

the course the more chance we have
of obtaining a fair number of
recruits.

Those for whom this course is
not convenient should keep in mind
one held later this year. It takes
place at Kincoppal Convent, Eliza-
beth Bay, through the kind permission
of the Superior, Mother Kirby,
starting on Sunday, S5th September
an((:)l ending on Sunday, 12th September
1965.

STOP PRESS

As we go to press we have received
word that His Excellency, the
Apostolic Delegate, has Kkindly
consented to say Mass and have
breakfast with the participants at
the Loreto Convent, Kirribilli.
This is indeed an honour to have
the Australia and Oceania represent-
ative of the Holy See at the course.

PALMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS:

LEN BURNEY, Senior Vice President; MARY GILCHRIST, President; ANNETTE PARKER
Secretary. Annette will enter the missionary order of Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred

Heart, in April.




the Territory as possible.

A VISIT TO LAY MISSI

As I have always had a deep interest in New Guinea and at the same
time knew dozens of the Paulian Association Lay Missionaries in the Territory
I decided to have an extended holiday travelling through as many Vicariates of

Accordingly, on Boxing Day, 1964, I flew out of Sydney on my way to

Port Moresby.

Here I stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Flynn and was fortunate

enough to have my cousin Adrian Gilchrist, show me around the immediate area .

I met two of PALMS lay mission-
aries, married couple Denis and
Molly Moir-Bussy. During the school
holidays four of their children return
to Moresby to be with them. Denis
is a carpenter and is building houses
and classrooms. Molly is a catechist
teacher at the State schools and has
a mobile library. The villages listed
as tourist attractions around
Moresby do not compare with the
beautiful villages 1 saw elsewhere
in the Territory.

From Moresby I flew by DC3
(the main means of transport in
PNG) to Milne Bay area of
the Samarai Vicariate. At Sideia I
met PALMS member John Loty who
is now a qualified teacher in Rabaul.
This vicariate was the only one I
visited that was staffed totally by
Australians, a fact of which Bishop
Doyle, M.S.C., seemed rather proud.
As it was holiday time most of the
boarders were absent but had inter-
esting discussions with the mission-
aries on the role of the laity in the
Church and in the world.

Those who remember the war
years would find Milne Bay a much
quieter spot with overgrown air
strips and floating docks amongst the
mangrove trees.

Returning to Port Moresby I spent
New Year’s Eve with an Australian
man and his Papuan wife, They were
a very happy couple but the attitude
of the natives to another native
marrying a European was rather
hostile.

LAE WEDDING

My next port of call was Lae
where I attended the wedding of two
PALMS lay missionaries. Rudy Pep-
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SOCIAL JOTTINGS

P.A.L.M.S. Post is happy to
announce the recent engagement of
Carmen Ferdinands to John Madden
an ex-lay missionary of the
Solomons. The wedding date is set
for September. Another surprise
engagement is that of your Publicity
Officer, Trevor Clark to Miss Sue
Baker. No date has yet been set
for the wedding.

erkamp and Thelma Holmes. They
had a beautiful wedding in which
the whole of the mission joined. The
bridesmaids were Patricia Reid and
Colleen Hattersley. L..M’s from Port
Moresby and Terry Giles, ..M., from
Kairiru Island, Wewak, was best man.

The five had recently qualified
as teachers from the Government
training course in Rabaul. [ stayed
with Colleen Quigley, a South Aus-
tralian PALMS member, and Mag-
dalena Holtzner, a Bavarian.

From Lae I flew to Goroka where
I stayed for a few days and was
shown around by Father Van
QOostrum, S,V.D, The native peoples
are charming and the villages very
beautiful and tidy. Whilst here I
met Audrey Stainsbury, Helen
Maguire and Cathy Cortissos,
Australian lay missionaries, and Jose
Koch, a Dutch lay missionary—all
stationed in this vicariate.

The Vicar Delegate of Goroka
vicariate, Father Nilles, S.V.D.,
fortunately was travelling to
Mingende, 75 miles along the Hagen
Road and took me with him, He is
an anthropologist, has spent many
years in the area and has a deep
knowledge of Papuan and New Guinean
peoples, particularly in the Chimbu
area.

For three days I stayed at Min-
gende which was the first Catholic
station in the highlands district. The
nurse in charge of the hospital here
was a PALMS member, English
migrant and nursing sister, Patricia
Shepherd.

It was magnificent to see the
numbers at the three Sunday Masses
in the cathedral. There were about
6,000 people, men, women and child-
ren, from miles around, many
leaving their homes the day before.

Father Nilles took me by road
through the Dbeautiful highlands
to Nondugi in the Mt. Hagen Vic-
ariate and where I met several more
missionaries from lonely outlying
stations. They had gathered there
to celebrate the birthday of an Irish
lay missionary, Cathy Cahill, who
had been there four years. I also
visited Hallstrom’s reserve where

there are many native birds in cap-
tivity.

Father McDermott, S.V.D., drove
nursing sister and PALMS member
Ruth King and I to Mun where I
lunched with them. The same day I
moved on to Mt. Hagen, because I
had arranged to meet American Janet
Campbell - Taylor, another PAILMS
recruit at Wurup, 10 miles the other
side of Hagen.

Janet teaches, runs the trade
store, supervises and does any other
work that assists the priest to run
his mission. That night we went
into a village and took recordings
of native singing.

The next day [ saw a sawmill
in operation where nearly 100natives
were employed, supervised by one
European.

Returning to Mt. Hagen I met the
Vicar Apostolic, Bishop Bernarding,
5.V.D. as well as PALMS members,
Ann Fairfax, Joan Smith, Fred
Mouloni.

I met also Terry Payne of PALMS
and her four companions, Mary Rame,
Pat Bayer and Mr. and Mzrs. Graf,
on their way to Madang from the
Capuchin mission at Mendi.

This was the weekend of the lay
missionary retreat in Hagen and I
met many other lay people who are
doing great service for God in the
Territory, including Maria Hunnhoff
(Holland), Ed Lally (America), Ken
Murray (W.A,), Mr. and Mrs. Jan
Neiwendi jk (Holland), Ria Smit(Vic.),

Dorsey Michele (America), Colin
Barnett (W.A.), Mrs. Beverley
(Aust.).

I travelled by Cessna aircraft
to Kagua where the Capuchin mission
is situated. Three other PALMS
members welcomed me here; Vic-
torian Mary Fisher, Leoni McDonald
of Maroubra and Gavan Spillane of
New Zealand. The mission is built
completely of native material.

The southern highlands area has
only been opened 10 years and the
native peoples were very friendly.
We visited a village where
preparations were being made for a
pig kill and long low native houses
were being built to accommodate
visiting members of the tribe.

Next week I flew to Madang via
Mt. Hagen. Bishop Noser, S.V.D.,

"Vicar Apostolic, gave me a warm

welcome and again I met many lay
missionaries, including PALMS
members Leo Mclnerney, John Hick-
ey, Corinne Hinds and New




NARIES IN THE FIELD

Zealanders Ailsa Milligan and Brian
Neilson.

I also met Pat Ryan, Bruno Vogtli,
Bede Greenfield, Hildergarde
Weppner and Nell Clarke and other
missionaries.

The Bishop arranged for Barbara
Mills, a newly arrived volunteer,
and I to fly out to Annaburg on the
Famu River where I met another
PALMS girl, Victorian Maureen Burt
who is a mothercraft nurse. She
and the nursing sister, Maria
Beuhlan, with whom she works, do
their travelling by canoe.

I also travelled by launch for six
hours from Alexishafen to Kar Kar
Island to see another PALMS married
couple, Ken and Daphne Greaves, who
were teaching there. Before leaving
Alex [ renewed acquaintances with
Barbara Betz (Germany) and met
Josephine Grahmans (Holland), and
Katie Fuchshofer (Austria), all from
the Goroka Vicariate.

From Alexishafen Vicariate, I
travelled to Wewak where I met the
Vicar Apostolic, Bishop Arkfeld
5.V.D. I stayed with lay mission-
aries, Alma Louisson, the Bishop’s
secretary, Sheila Hawthorne, Pat
Noonan, Judith Hartigan and Ella
Mulhearn. They kindly took me on
their trips to the surrounding
villages.

Whilst in Wewak I experienced
the presentation by the Bishop of
mission crosses to 30native teachers
who had just completed a retreat.
A married PALMS couple, Jack and
Stella Watson, invited me to their
home where I spent a pleasant
evening.

From Wewak I flew via Manus
Island and New Ireland to Rabaul
and met my close friend and former
PALMS secretary, Patricia Will, who
works in the office at Vunapope.
Also in the Rabaul Vicariate are
Bernie and Janette Childs who work
at the T.B. hospital, Lynne Sullivan,
the Bishop’s secretary; and Ann
Waterford, a kindergarten teacher—
all are PALMS members.

I spent over a week in this area
and had the opportunity of speaking
to many missionaries and people who
have been in the area for a con-
siderable time.

Other L.M.’s I met in this area
were : John Harper, John O’Brien,
Lois Hammerberg, Pauline Kennedy,
Anton Lenhardt, Tony Bell, Noreen
Barr, Peter Munich, FrancesGlover,
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Gruelich and
Marianne.

The trip through New Guinea and
Papua was a wonderful experience
to me who had never previously
been in the Missions. It gave me
a better understanding of the prob-
lems that confront missionaries
particularly lay missionaries.

Circumstances vary from area to
area from vicariate to vicariate and
even there were differences at
neighbouring mission stations in the
one vicariate. I tried to getan overall
understanding of the missions and
since I visited nine vicariates [ was
able to obtain a fairly good insight
into some of their problems.
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ELECTION -
OFFICE BEARERS

Succeeding a loyal and hard
working three-and-a-half-year term
by Jack Walsh, Mary Gilchrist, a
foundation member of PALMS and full
time Secretary to Roy Boylan,
Paulian Association Secretary, was
appointed President.

Two Vice-Presidents were elected
Len Burney, formerly Publicity
Officer for three years and John
Costellan, an enthusiastic member
for the past twelve months. John
was very active with the group who
attended the last course at Kincoppal
and is President of St. Catherine’s
Younger Set at Ashfield.

Annette Parker an ex - lay
missionary and foundation member
of PALMS was re-elected to the
posivion of Secretary and Patricia
Daley, who is also an active member
of the St. Catherine’s Club will assist
Annette.

Catherine Harland, recently re-
turned from Rabaul, was elected
Treasurer.

Another ex - lay missionary,
Trevor Clark, who previously served
in the Darwin Vicariate and attended
the last training course at Kincoppal
was appointed as Publicity Officer.

The remaining five nominations,
elected to serve on the Committee
were Sheila Horgan, Pamela Ferris,
recently returned from the Vicariate
of Samoa and Tokelau, Robert Searle,
now working for the Divine Word
Fathers at Epping, Donna Markovina
and Pat Dooley another returned lay
missionary who spent the last three
years in the Yule Island Vicariate.

George Tonna, a former lay mis-
sionary in Canada, was re-appointed
as Wollongong Representative.

The Bishops, priests, brothers,
nuns and lay missionaries I met
in my travels treated me like a
Queen. [ am sincerely grateful for
their many kindnesses to me and
remember them all, though not all
by name. It was wonderful to meet
my Australian friends working at
many and varied occupations in the
Territory.

I was very impressed with the
number of lay missionaries thatcame
from the other side of the world
and this is really a challenge to
the Australian Catholic laity.
Everywhere the mission of the Church
is being retarded because the Mission
Bishops are not getting enough lay-
helpers from Australia.

I therefore end this article with
the appeal. Should anyone reading
my remarks feel they would be in-
terested in thisgreat apostolate would
they mind getting in touch with me
at Paulian Association, Sydney, 175
Elizabeth Street, or by phoning —
26-6462, 26-3818 —Mary Gilchrist,

(This was reprinted by kind permission
of the VISION Newspaper)
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DEPARTURES

On the 15th January, 1965, the
first of our Lay Missionaries who
attended our Course at Kincoppal,
left for their various Vicariates.
The first two were Zena Harrison and
Veronica Barker who were on their
way to Wewak.

Next to leave on 19th January
were Margaret Trinder (Lae), Jo
Platt (Goroka) and Corrine Hinds
(Alexishafen),

Members of the Executive were
there to see them off and to wish
them luck.

Margaret O’Neil left for Mendi on
the 21 January and she was fare-
welled by her parents and members
of P.A.L.M.S. It was certain that
by this time the Airport staff were
sorry to see P.A.LL.M.S. arrive as
they seemed to take over the Inter-
national Airport,

Kath Gothard and Mary Smith left
for the Darwin Vicariate late in
January and reports received show

that they have settied down to
teaching. Bob Johnson was the last
‘to leave. Bob was on his way to

serve in the Vanimo Vicariate as a
pilot,




LETTERS FROM LAY
MISSIONARIES

Father took me out for a driving
lesson in his jeep, the other day.
Talk about fun! We're both still
alive, but at one stage [ nearly
sent us both down a small embank-
ment. Father was screaming at me
to change to second gear, I did that
0.K. but he was still yeliing. I looked
at him, and he said “Take your foot
off the clutch!” 1 think after that
it - was a little bit much for him,
so he got out and let me take it
up and down the airstrip for a few
times by myself.

(Never mind Zena, by the time we
receive your next letter Father will

~probably have you driving on the
road again. Ed.)
ZENA HARRISON
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VISITS - 1965

On Wednesday 24th March,
P.A.L.M.S. was visited by Father
Fingleton, S.M. of Bougainville who
showed some very interesting slides
of the Bougainville Vicariate and
spoke of theurgent need for Australian
lay missionaries and praised the
tremendous work done by P.A.L..M.S.
All who attended the meeting enjoyed
the talk and the slides shown by Father
Fingleton. .

A unique meeting of PALMS was
held in January when the Secretariat
was honoured by the presence of two
Bishops who were returning from the
Council to their Vicariates. Bishop
Hoehne of Rabaul spoke on the
Ecumenical Council and the work done
by the lay missionaries in his Vic-
ariate. Bishop Klein of Yule Island
showed his slides taken in Rome and
at the Council.

Other Guest Speakers for January
were returning lay missionaries Pat-
ricia Wales and Patricia Dooleyfrom
Yule Island and Sean Morahan on
holiday from Bougainville. Rev.
Father Herbert, O.F.M. attended
several meetings and before returning
to his mission station showed slides
on the Aitape Vicariate, and spoke
on the need for lay missionaries.

In February, Mary Gilchrist
showed coloured slides and spoke on
her recent visit to nine Vicariates
in New Guinea. On 10 March, Father
Gregory, C.P. on holidays from
Vanimo, spoke to the meeting
and showed his slides.

Well, we have been at Kiunga
nearly 8 months and are enjoying our
life. At present we are chasing mos-
quitoes, and the clouds are over-
flowing talk about rain]l Last
Sunday we had 572 points most of it
in abeut 2 hours — two nights
earlier 416 points. Incidentally, this
is the start of our dry season. We
have been having visits from the big
brass in the Army, Navy and Air
force. It seems this is a strategic
point. We have had the radio jammed
a few times and [ believe there was
an Indonesian DC3 flying around, he
was reported immediately, he was
lost, and that iz very easy to do
in this territory.

MARK & NOELENE D’ARCY
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There were some -~humorous
speculations on Sideia when we
received the news of Mary Gilchrist’s
arrival. However, her personal
appearance and iny reference to her
as Aunty Mary sunk the floating
suspicions in that regard.

JOHN LOTY
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This year in the missions has
really been an education for me—
so much has been put into it, but
considering the swiftness of this year
I wonder if we put as much as we
think we did into it — as is the
eternal cry of all missionaries . . .
“There’s not enough time!” Then
there was the Christmas concert.
I couldn’t find a play with easy
dialogue, so made one up. The kids
were taken with the idea especially
as I told them I’d make costumes.

TERRY PAYNE
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Could you please put a little note
in PALMS next POST eXxpressing
our thanks to ail those who helped
to make our wedding a success by
both direct means and also by
prayer. Also thanking all those who
remembered us intheir prayers while
we were doing the “E” Course as
we feel that son.cone has been putting
in some good words for us above
otherwise our chances of passing
would have been “nil”,

RUDY & THELMA PEPERKAMP
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Ann Fairfax, Mt. Hagen, sends us
news of the safe arrival of Mary
Andrew, Vince Bray and Brian Hock-
ing. Ann was most enthusiastic about

the last PALMS Post —(we hope you
enjoy this issue as much. We will
all join with you in prayer for your
special intention to soon get a new
front tooth. Will that be all you want
for Christmas Ann? Ed.)
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New arrival in Bathurst Island
Cath Gothard was very pleased to
see the Van Harens again. It was
rather funny when I arrived because
everyone wanted to see the new
teacher. In school the children have
to say Miss Gothard and they can’t.
It sounds very funny . . . (It might
sound funnier if Ann Fairfax tried
to say it! Ed.)
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Christmas was a very busy time
for the three Rabaulites, writes Anne
Waterford, but Boxing Day was even
busier with a party for the children
and families of the native teachers.
From no interest it rose to a list
of over 220, children plus parents.
We enjoyed the day as much as they
seemed to — quote. .. “three lumps
of dead mutton limped home.” (Watch
out for the flies! Ed.)
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Graham Sieversfrom Bundi writes
“l do hope you had an enjoydble
and happy Christmas. Ours was
really wonderful. We decided before-
hand to brighten things up by painting
the dining room, a wonderful suggest-
ion put forward by Fr. Fisher who
stayed to have Christmas with us
after giving a retreat to the school
children and the Sisters of Charity.
Well, we had quite a bit of fun
splashing paint everywhere — it
turned out to be a pink Christmas
though, as up to that stage the under-
coat was as far as we got.”

Would you encourage your friends to

become Associate Members of PALMS ?

Membership dues are — 10/- per year.
£2 per 5 years — £5 for Life.

—SHEILA HORGAN

CONGRATULATIONS

The youngest and newest member
of PALMS is Peter Robert Childs
born 4.55 a.m., 21/3/65 — 71bs.
70z. Janet is very well and as
pleased as punch and Bernie has
taken on all the characteristics of
a peacock |? Bernie and Janet Childs
are stationed at the T.B. Hospital
at Bitapaka 30 miles from Rabaul.




