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Why we share 
our stories



Stories of Africa
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Who are our stories for?



We have four primary audiences for our stories, including:
ǒAustralians considering working in development, 
ǒour supporters, 
ǒ the Australian public, and 
ǒother organisations working in the development sector. 



Åshowcase the work of our partner organisations and give a voice to 
those who are working in and for their community,
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In sharing our stories with these readers, we aim to:



Åshowcase the work of our partner organisations and give a voice to 
those who are working in and for their community,
Ådemonstrate accountability to our supporters and in particular those 

who donate to a specific project,
Åshow those considering mentoring abroad what we do and how we do 

it, encouraging these individuals to choose a sustainable model of 
development assistance and avoid voluntourism agencies, and
Åadvocate for the value of community - led aid and development 

projects in Australia.
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What are our 
stories about?



Every story we share is ultimately about people. This is most apparent 
when we speak of our host organisations and when we ask our host 
organisations to share stories about us. It is important to remember 
that when you share stories about places, events, resources, issues or 
organisations, you are also talking about people.



People

Host organisation: colleagues 
and beneficiaries

Other Australians and 
international volunteers

Members of the 
local culture

Our stories are about



Our platforms



Åpalms.org.au: 

Features a blog that 
hosts all our news, as 
well as articles on 
development practice.



2. Facebook

Allows supporters to easily share content with friends and family.



3. Instagram

Showcases images 
of our projects.



4. LinkedIn enables us to connect with other 
development organisations and future participants.



5. Palms Post

Our eNewsletter that 
provides supporters with 
news from the field.



Opportunities to 
share stories



Topics include first impressions,  project updates and event reviews



Stories about how a 

project has made a 

difference are 

particularly important.



United Nations observance days can be a great tool for setting a writing deadline.



Include the voices of your colleagues and community members in your stories. 



How to start



Anything can be a fascinating story.

Here are some tips for getting started...



Start where you are

Start writing from where you are now, or where you want 
your readers to be.



Ask and answer a question

What do I want to tell those people thinking of paying to volunteer to 
work at an orphanage for two weeks ?.

Volunteering for two weeks simply doesn't work .

or

Where can I find the best coffee in Dili ?. 

Aru Bakery is the go - to coffee spot in Dili, Timor Leste.



In one sentence, explain why.

Volunteering for two weeks simply doesn't work. I've been in 
Kenya six months and am only now making an impact.

Aru Bakery is the best coffee spot in Dili, Timor Leste. The quiet 
hideaway has friendly staff and a delicious menu.



Now, you can think of the beginning...

Volunteering for two weeks simply doesn't work. I've been in Kenya six 
months and am only now making an impact. In September, I was 
given the task of improving the physiotherapy program at the Ruben 
Centre in Nairobi's Mukuru neighbourhood.

Aru Bakery is the best coffee spot in Dili, Timor Leste. The quiet 
hideaway has friendly staff and a delicious menu. After hearing many 
opinions about where to find the best coffee in Dili, I set myself the 
task of trying out each of the city's cafes for myself.



...introduce a challenge...

Volunteering for two weeks simply doesn't work. I've been in Kenya six 
months and am only now making an impact. In September, I was given 
the task of improving the physiotherapy program at the Ruben Centre in 
Nairobi's Mukuru neighbourhood. I found that, despite the centre having 
great resources and staff, many residents who needed these services 
weren't able to travel to the centre to receive treatment.

Aru Bakery is the best coffee spot in Dili, Timor Leste. The quiet hideaway 
has friendly staff and a delicious menu. After hearing many opinions 
about where to find the best coffee in Dili, I set myself the task of trying 
out each of the city's cafes for myself. Turns out, there are many more 
coffee shops in this town than I anticipated!



...and rearrange your thoughts to create your opening paragraph.

Back in September, when I was given the task of 
improving the physiotherapy program at the Ruben 
Centre in Nairobi's Mukuru neighbourhood, I thought I 
would be sourcing equipment and supervising basic 
therapy. It took me six months to recognise that, 
despite the centre having great resources and staff, 
many residents who needed these services weren't 
able to travel to the centre to receive treatment. I 
can now say to those who are thinking otherwise that 
volunteering for two weeks simply doesn't work.

A volunteering holiday is anything but 
a holiday for those you want to help. 



After hearing many opinions about where to find 
the best coffee in Dili, I set myself the task of trying 
out each of the city's cafes for myself. Turns out, 
there are many more coffee shops in this town 
than I anticipated! But, after a gruelling scientific 
study, my choice coffee shop is quiet hideaway, 
Aru Bakery, with its friendly staff and delicious 
menu. Here is a list of the coffee shops I tried and 
how they rated on friendliness, ambience, and 
(most importantly) taste.

Here's our other example.

Ultimate Coffee Addict's Guide to Dili 



How might you structure element of an 
article about your field trip experience?

Å Ask and answer a question

Å In one sentence explain your answer

Å Think of the beginning

Å Introduce a challenge



Take a short break



Photography tips











Space in the frame






































