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In 1788 there 
were no 

Aborigines in 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ Χ

ÅNatives

natus- be born

ÅAborigines

ab origine ςfrom the beginning

ÅIndigenous people

ΨƛƴŘǳΩ-ǿƛǘƘƛƴ  ΨƎŜƴŜΩ- beget







17November2017
A three day journey to return Mungo Man and
104of hiscountrypeoplereachedits end.

The1976ChryslerValianthearsethat carriedthe
old people home was purchased to the
AboriginesAdvancementLeague,as part of the
Aboriginalfuneralfund.





Yuwali, one of a group of Martu women and children ñbrought inò from 
the Western Desert in October, 1964.



Native Patrol Officer, Walter MacDougall, with the Martu group in 1964









Monatliche Correspondenz zur 
Beforderung der Erd-und 
Himmelskunde. 1801



Bennelong in European dress with Aboriginal weapons behind him
engraving by James Neagle



The musical notation for the 
chant sung by Bennelong and 
his Wangal kinsman 
Yemmerrawanne, published in 
1811 by the Welsh composer 
and harpist Edward Jones in his 
'Musical Curiosities'. 



Clarence Slockee dressed as Bennelong for a performance of 
ôA song of the Natives of New South Walesõ. 
SMH, 20 September 2010.

http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/rn/podcast/extra/2011/hht_20110403_BennelongYemmerrawanneLivePerformance.mp3
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/rn/podcast/extra/2011/hht_20110403_BennelongYemmerrawanneLivePerformance.mp3
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/rn/podcast/extra/2011/hht_20110403_BennelongYemmerrawanneLivePerformance.mp3


The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser

Volume 11/Number 472/ Saturday, 9 January, 1813

Bennelongdiedon Sundaymorninglastat KissingPoint. Of this veteranchampion
of the native tribe little favourablecan be said. His voyageto, and benevolent
treatment in Great Britain producedno changewhatever in his mannersand
inclinations,which werenaturallybarbarousandferocious. The principal Officers
of Governmenthadfor manyyearsendeavoured, by the kindestof usage,to wend
him from his original habits,anddrawhim into a relish for civilised life; but every
effort wasin vain exerted. His propensityto drunkennesswasinordinate; andwhen
in that statehewasinsolent,menacingandoverbearing. In fact hewasa thorough
savage,not to be warpedfrom the form andcharacterthat naturegavehim, by all
theeffortsthatmankindcoulduse.

Source document at http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article628604 (National Library of Australia)

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article628604


Aborigineswere barely mentioned in the deliberations of the
FederalConferencesand Conventionsof the 1890s. Although
manyinvolvedwere known for their humanity,no delegatespoke
of a nationalobligationto!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎfirst inhabitants.

The resulting Constitutionof 1901 mentioned Aboriginalpeople
only twice,andon both occasionsdid soin the negative.

1901 A  new nation is born



TheoriginalSection51providedthat:

ÅTheParliamentshall,subjectto this Constitution,havepowerto makelaws
for the peace,order, and good governmentof the Commonwealthwith
respect to:
Χ(xxvi)Thepeopleof anyrace,other than the Aboriginalracein anyState,
for whomit isdeemednecessaryto makespeciallaws.

TheoriginalSection127providedthat:

ÅIn reckoningthe numbersof the peopleof the Commonwealth,or of a State
or other part of the Commonwealth,Aboriginal natives shall not be
counted.



26 January 1938
TheAboriginesProgressiveAssociationhelda conferencein AustraliaHall,on
ElizabethStreetin Sydney,asotherscelebrated150yearsof settlementdown
on the harbour.

Their manifesto, AboriginesClaim CitizenshipRights, was launched,and a
resolutionpassedin formal protestagainstinequalityandsegregation.

Then Prime Minister, JosephLyons,met a
deputationfrom the conferencesomedays
later, leading to reform of the various
Aboriginalprotection legislationsacrossthe
states.



Bark petitions

ÅIn 1963 Yolngupeople of Yirrkalasend
two petitions to the Federal
Government.

ÅThepetitions articulateYolnguresponse
to Nabalcobeing grantedpermissionto
mine on the ReserveLandwhere Yolngu
reside.



August 1966

Gurindjiworkerswithhold their labour from the Wave
Hill cattle station in the Northern Territory,campingin
a make-shift village in close proximity to the most
sacredof their sitesat Wattie Creek.
Initially it was thought that Gurindji demandswere
solely about improving conditions for Aboriginal
workers on the cattle station, however their primary
demand was for the return of their custodial lands,
whichthey haveneverleft.
TheGurindjistrikeattractedwidepublicsupport.

The longest strike begins



Justice Blackburn 
Milirrpum v NabalcoPty Ltd, (1971) 17 FLR 141

... I am very clearly of the opinion, upon the evidence,

that the social rules and customs of the plaintiffs

cannot possibly be dismissed as lying on the other

side of an unbridgeable gulf. The evidence shows a

subtle and elaborate system highly adapted to the

country in which the people led their lives, which

provided a stable order of society and was

remarkably free from the vagaries of personal whim

or influence. If ever a system could be called "a

government of laws, and not of men", it is that

shown in the evidence before me.



Åthe plaintiffs had not established that their links to the relevant land

were the same as their predecessors' in 1788

ÅAustralian courts binding on his own had identified the Crown as "the

owner in demesne of all the land of New South Wales immediately the

settlement was established"

Å there was no doctrine of communal title in English

law as it applied to settled colonies

Å the plaintiffs could not demonstrate an interest in

land that could be recognized in Australian law as

"proprietary".

Justice Blackburn identified a number of hurdles to 
the Yolngu claim:



ÅElection of the Whitlam Labor Governmentsees
Aboriginal Affairs becomes a separate ministry
served by a separate Department of Aboriginal
Affairs(DAA).

ÅTheWhitlam Governmentbringsin a policyof self-
determination and the outstation or homeland
movement gains momentum as thousands of
Aboriginal people move out of missions and
settlementsandbackonto traditional lands.

Åbeginsthe move to legislatea national Aboriginal
LandRightsAct.

1972 άLǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ Χέ



16August1975

Åthe Labor government finally negotiated with Vesteys to give the
Gurindjibacka portion of their land. Thehandbackof leaseholdtitle to
3238squarekilometresof WaveHill Station took placeon at Kalkaringi.

ÅGough Whitlam addressedVincent Lingiari and the Gurindji people,
saying:

A strike ends, recognition begins



Vincent Lingiari, I solemnly hand to you these deeds as proof,

in Australian law, that these lands belong to the Gurindji

people and I put into your hands part of the earth itself as a

sign that this land will be the possession of you and your

children forever.

On this great day, I, Prime Minister of Australia, speak to you

on behalf of all Australian people ïall those who honour and

love this land we live in. For them I want to say to you: I want

this to acknowledge that we Australians have still much to do

to redress the injustice and oppression that has for so long

been the lot of Black Australians.

Prime Minister Gough Whitlam pours soil into the hands of traditional land owner Vincent 
Lingiari, Northern Territory.  Mervyn Bishop.  1975 (Art Gallery of NSW)



{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
Aboriginal people?



or 

Calling out the essentialised, racialised, 
settler-colonial binary.



But I, too, love this country just as 
much as the next person Χ

!ǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ 
Australians?

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ unAustralian!

LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ 
diversity policies n stuff?

You know, my [convict/migrant/working class/poor] ancestors 
were [excluded/underpaid/discriminated against/oppressed] 
too Χ

LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ-racism?



мфулΩǎ ςcritiquing national identity 





Χ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
actually meant for . . . well, Aborigines.  You know, the ones we fear 
would get nothing, if we didn't offer a bit extra, just for them.

So when a privileged white Aborigine then snaffles that extra, odds are 
that an underprivileged black Aborigine misses out on the very things 
we hoped would help them most.

Take Mellor's art prize.  This white university lecturer, with his nice 
Canberra studio, has by winning pushed aside real draw-in-the-dirt 
Aboriginal artists such as Dorothy Napangardi, Mitjili Napanangka
Gibson and WalangkuraNapanangka, who'd also entered and could 
really have used that cash and recognition.

Does this make sense?  What's an Aboriginal art prize for, if a man as 
white and cosseted as Mellor can win it, and with a work that shows no 
real Aboriginal techniques or traditions?

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/opinion/white-fellas-in-the-black/story-e6frfifo-
1225764532947accessed 5 October, 2011.

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/opinion/white-fellas-in-the-black/story-e6frfifo-1225764532947











