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Born on Thursday, May 14, 1953 in Phnom Penh (Cambodia), His Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni is the son of His Majesty Norodom Sihanouk, King-Father of Cambodia, and Her Majesty Queen Norodom Monineath Sihanouk of Cambodia.
1959-1962 Primary school at the Norodom School and then at the Descartes High School in Phnom Penh (Cambodia).
1962-1970 Primary and secondary school at Prague’s high school (Czechoslovakia).
1967-1971 Dance, music and theatre courses at the National Conservatory of Prague.
1970 High school degree – Prague (“very good” marks).
1971 First prize course of classical dance of the National Conservatory of Prague.
1971-1975 University studies, Musical Art Academy of Prague.
1975 Master degree, Musical Art Academy of Prague.
1975 Thesis on “The Conception and Administration of Artistic Schools in Cambodia.
1975-1976 University Studies of Cinematography in the D.P.R. of Korea.
1976-1979 Prisoner of the Khmers Rouges along with his parents and younger brother, H.R.H. Prince Norodom
Narindrapong.
1979-1980 Served his father in the P.R. of China as his Private Secretary.
1981-2000 Professor of classical dance and artistic pedagogy at the Marius Petipa Conservatory, the Gabriel Faure Conservatory and the W.A. Mozart Conservatory of the City of Paris.
1984-1988 President of the Khmer Dance Association in France and General Manager and Artistic Director of the
Ballet Group “Deva”.
1988-1993 General Manager and Artistic Director of the Royal Khmer Cinematic Corporation “Khemara Pictures”. H.M. Norodom Sihamoni, directed two creations (ballet-films): 1/- “Dream”; 2/- “The Four Elements”.
1993-2004 Chosen unanimously by the members of the Supreme National Council of Cambodia to be Permanent
Representative of Cambodia to the United Nations.
1993-2004 Ambassador of the Kingdom of Cambodia to the UNESCO.
2004 Member of the High Council of French-speaking countries (francophonie).
1st Feb 1994 Elevated by H.M King Norodom Sihanouk to the rank of Sdech Krom Khun (Great Prince).
17 Oct 2003 Appointed High Privy Counselor to His Majesty King Norodom Sihanouk.
31 Aug 2004 Elevated by H.M. King Norodom Sihanouk to the rank of Samdech Preah Boromneath.
14 Oct 2004 Elected unanimously by the members of the Throne Council as King of Cambodia, to succeed his august father who decided to retire.
Languages Khmer, French, Czech and English.
Honors/Awards Grand Cross of the Royal Order of Cambodia, Grand Cross of the Royal Order of Monisaraphon (Cambodia), Grand Officier of the Legion d’Honneur (France), Silver Medal of the City of Paris (France).











Norodom Sihamoni, the affable Monarch of Cambodia
Khmer Times 
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King Norodom Sihamoni shakes hands with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, who bows during a ceremony marking Independence Day in Phnom Penh on November 9, 2016. AFP/Chhin Tang Sothy
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Born on May 14, 1953 and educated in Prague since the age of nine, it was only when he attained the age of 14 that he got his first taste of the art when he starred in ‘The Little Prince’, a film made by his father, Prince Norodom Sihanouk.
Prince Norodom Sihamoni remained in Prague where he attended the National Conservatory and the Academy of Music Arts, concentrating on dance, music, and theatre and graduated in 1975.
In 1992 he was named permanent representative of Cambodia to the United Nations. In 1993, the year his father was re-crowned King, Prince Sihamoni became Cambodia’s permanent representative to UNESCO, a position he held until 2004.
According to John A. Marston, Prince Sihamoni’s selection as King probably represented King Sihanouk’s desire that someone neutral and politically untainted succeed him as most of his other children and siblings were involved in political activities.
King Norodom Sihamoni was crowned in an elaborate traditional ceremony on October 29. The ceremonies began on October 28 and ended on October 30.
The picture of King Sihamoni being kissed on the forehead by his parents is an endearing testament of the love of parents for their child who was born in pomp and pageantry but lived a life of arts and culture.
King Sihamoni may be seen to be an enigma due to his low profile public life. However, his human touch is all encompassing and the people received him just like they received and welcomed his late father, King Norodom Sihanouk.
The same enchanting smile, the half wave, the posture and even the looks, reminds one and all of the late King Norodom Sihanouk but King Sihamoni is a righteous monarch in his own right. He is received well by the executive, legislative and his neutrality alleviated his standing among the public and the Government.
His Majesty lives by the solemn words of his late father who said: “My son, you greatly fear having to take on a responsibility that seems too heavy for you who lack experience as a servant of the homeland, the nation and the people. But it is by being in contact with the people and the realities of the country that one learns how to become more and more capable of serving, defending and developing Cambodia and the Cambodian nation.”
The unspoken truth of King Sihamoni’s generous spirit
Husain Haider / Khmer Times 
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King Norodom Sihamoni with one of the many differently abled individuals who have benefited from his generosity. Photo supplied

As Cambodia celebrates the birth of King Norodom Sihamoni, much will be written on his love for the arts, but his exceptional charitable nature, will as usual, remain unspoken.
Perhaps this is to his preference. Once referred to as “Cambodia’s Quiet King”, the monarch rarely speaks in public. Instead, he is most often seen by the public attending ceremonial or cultural events. But those who are familiar with the court, cannot speak of King Sihamoni without sharing anecdotes of his charitable nature.
He quietly gives financial aid to individual victims of violent crimes. He has donated several ponds to rural villages. He keeps tabs on children admitted to hospitals.
Once His Majesty who was travelling in his car, spotted an elderly woman sitting by the roadside in a rural area of the Kampot province. The King asked the driver to stop and upon alighting from the car, he walked up to the woman and handed her a blanket. The gesture of the King undeniably shows that he is a person very much down to earth with a kind heart to help his subjects.
There may have been many such incidences where His Majesty may have gone out of his way to help his subjects in his own quiet ways without any publicity. In many of his royal duties, his subjects welfare were said to be his top priority.
In 2016, when the King sold his Royal Villa in Koh Kong to the state, it was to donate the proceeds to the Kantha Bopha Children’s Hospital, the late-Beat Richner called the $6.5 million contribution the greatest donation in the foundation’s then 24-year history.
That huge donation speaks volumes of His Majesty’s character and relentless generosity to help needy children. This is not all, as three years later, King Sihamoni donated another $1.2 million for the construction of a heart surgery centre at the Siem Reap hospital, which now bears his name.
Notably, when speaking at its inauguration, the King referred to the facility as “Heart Surgery Centre Two.”
“Having worked with Cambodia’s specialist doctors for eight years, I hope the Heart Surgery Centre Two will meet people’s needs and treat the thousands of children who suffer from heart problems at birth every year,” he said.
“I think his true virtue is knowing that his title was bequeathed to him and recognising that with it, comes a tremendous amount of responsibility,” a source familiar with the royal court revealed.
“He shies away from the limelight considerably but that doesn’t mean that he is inactive, especially when it comes to the needs of the people. His public image is of a man who enjoys classical music and opera. This is only skimming the surface of an extraordinary philosophy. Cambodia was torn apart and [King] Sihamoni deeply believes that art transcends language and has the ability to overcome differences among nations, people and even adversaries,” he added. King Sihamoni’s first appearance in 2004 after his coronation is perhaps most indicative of his reign. Then newly crowned, he appeared in Kampong Speu province where he handed out gifts to the differently abled and elderly before watching a traditional dance performance.
As a prince, he invited differently abled cyclo drivers to the Royal Place in Phnom Penh. He listened to their stories, understood their struggles and swiftly dispatched financial aid to the individuals.
The King has remained an advocate of the most vulnerable during the pandemic. Together with Queen Mother Norodom Monineath Sihanouk, he donated $300,000 in March to the National Committee to fight COVID-19.
Months later, he donated $1 million. Following this, another $1 million was provided to help purchase vaccines.
Last month, the Queen Mother and His Majesty donated hundreds of tonnes of rice and noodle, among other staples to vulnerable families in Red Zones across the capital and Takhmao town, Kandal province. “The protection of social welfare is an important duty to which we have to pay high attention,” King Sihamoni said after donating a parcel of land at the southern wing of the Royal Palace to provide financial support for the construction of hospitals in 2012. The people of Cambodia are truly blessed to have a King who keeps the welfare of the people in his heart while carrying out his daily royal duties.
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